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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

With full of energy after the summer break, our TRAN Members were ready to
engage with the Commission on one of the most important dossiers that will
accompany us for the next several months and so crucial for our economy,
society and industry: the “Fit for 55” legislative package announced in July with
the aim of reaching the EU’s climate change objectives of reducing domestic
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% in 2030 compared to 1990 levels.
Achieving this ambitious climate objective of reducing emissions and putting the
EU on the path to climate neutrality, will represent an unprecedented challenge for our committee as transport is one of
the sectors directly concerned by the package, and more generally for our Parliament as a whole since many other
committees are involved and together will have quickly find sustainable solutions to finally implement clean mobility. All
modes of transport as well as the EU infrastructure are directly concerned and will be impacted by this ambitious package.
TRAN is ready and keen to provide its support to face the challenge at the heart of the EU’s green transition that is how to
deliver these measures to all as quickly and as fairly as possible, while strengthening our competitiveness, creating new jobs
and effectively addressing the costs and impacts of such a transition.

The difficult situation the tourism sector is facing due to the current crisis is always very important to our Committee and
this is why we have been pleased to welcome and hear experts about what more can be done at the EU level to support
those working in the sector in advancing their skills. TRAN Members actively engaged in the discussion proposing ideas on
how the education could be improved, especially for young people who choose to go into the tourism sector.

In this edition...
Meeting on 1-2 September 2021
 Presentation by the Commission on the legislative package "Fit for 55: delivering the EU's 2030 Climate Target

on the way to climate neutrality"
 Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road
 Implementation of the Single European Sky (recast)
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency

to act as Performance Review Body of the Single European Sky
 Draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022 - General Introduction - Total

expenditure - General statement of revenue - Statement of revenue and expenditure by section
 Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) and amending Directive 2000/31/EC
 Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector (Digital Markets Act)
 Scrutiny: Delegated Act on Slot Relief - temporary extension of exceptional measures
 Presentation by the Commission on the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) work programme 2021-2023
 Implementation of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

Tourism Task Force update: Tourism Task Force meeting on Enhancing skills: how to improve skillsets across the tourism
industry
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Draft general budget of the European Union
for the financial year 2022 - General
Introduction - Total expenditure - General
statement of revenue - Statement of
revenue and expenditure by section
Vote on budget amendments
o Rapporteur: Isabel GARCÍA MUÑOZ (S&D)
o Responsible: BUDG
o Vote in the lead Committee: 27-28 September

2021

Result of the vote: amendments 2, 4, 5, 10 (and
identical), 12, 15 (and identical), 19, 22, 28, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50
adopted.

Implementation of the Energy Performance
of Buildings Directive
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D)
o Responsible: ITRE
o Vote in TRAN: 27 October 2021

The Rapporteur, Ms Grapini, presented the draft
opinion acknowledging that the renovation of
buildings plays a key role in decarbonisation, in the
integration of renewable energy sources and
digitalisation in the transport sector. The increase of
the energy performance of EU buildings intends to help
achieving the target of reducing net emissions by 55%
by 2030. She also emphasised the importance to have
climate-neutral, accessible and inclusive housing and
that financial assistance should be provided to low-
income households to ensure compliance with
minimum energy performance standards. The
rapporteur indicated that we need to have an
ambitious framework to help simplify and accelerate
the implementation of recharging points in existing
and new residential and non-residential buildings and
to address possible regulatory barriers. Ms Grapini also
recognised that since there are currently no
harmonised rules for the construction of new buildings
or the reconstruction of existing buildings in the
context of accessibility, when regulating, a specific
focus must be given on improving this aspect for
disabled persons or persons with reduced mobility.

The shadow rapporteurs welcomed the opinion and
praised the Rapporteur for her availability and
willingness to cooperate on this file. All shadows

generally recognised the necessity of maximising the
energy efficiency in buildings to achieve the ambitious
goal of climate neutrality by 2055. Some of the
presented suggestions referred to a stronger dialogue
to be promoted at both national and local level due to
the increasing number of e-vehicles in the EU and
among all Member States to achieve this ambitious
climate policy. The tourism and the cultural heritage
dimension is something that also needs to be
addressed. Another aspect that has been mentioned is
how to maximise the potential of charging
infrastructure for e-mobility in the urban planning and
how to strike a right balance between public and
private charging points as well as between the
promotion of e-mobility solutions for private usage
and improvements in the public transport. Some
Members expressed concerns about the fact that
Member States are proceeding at a different pace
regarding the installation of the necessary charging
points and a tailor made approach would be more
suitable in that regard.

Single Market for Digital Services (Digital
Services Act) and amending Directive
2000/31/EC
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Roman HAIDER (ID)
o Responsible: IMCO
o Vote in TRAN: 27 September 2021

The Rapporteur thanked the shadows for the
constructive contributions and announced that a
broad majority in support of the compromises had
been reached during the shadow meeting held on
31 August. The 15 compromise amendments aim at
ensuring that consumers’ rights are better protected
without worsening the position of online platforms,
particularly SMEs. The compromises also advocate for
codes of conduct for the accommodation sector and
for a stronger advertisement transparency. Some
shadows also stressed that the horizontal nature of the
DSA makes it unsuited to solve the issues of the short
term rental market and called the Commission to come
up with specific legislation on this matter.
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Contestable and fair markets in the digital
sector (Digital Markets Act)
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Markus FERBER (PPE)
o Responsible: IMCO
o Vote in TRAN: 27 September 2021

In the TRAN Committee meeting on 1 September, the
Rapporteur stressed the importance of ensuring more
fairness in the digital market by tackling the current
dynamics of monopolisation in this market. When
defining the scope of the regulation the focus should
therefore not only be on the big companies, but also
covering national gatekeepers. This would be
particularly important for SMEs in the tourism sector,
which often rely on smaller platforms, which should
also fall within the scope of the regulation. The
Rapporteur also stressed the importance of closing
loopholes, and of ensuring enforcement of the
regulation at EU level. Shadow rapporteurs expressed
strong support for the compromises proposed by the
Rapporteur.

Legislative package "Fit for 55: delivering
the EU's 2030 Climate Target on the way to
climate neutrality"
Presentation by the Commission

The Commission presented and debated with TRAN
Members the ‘Fit for 55’ legislative package, adopted
by the Commission in July with the aim to reach the
EU’s climate change objectives of reducing domestic
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% in 2030
compared to 1990 levels. The package contains a mix
of pricing, regulatory and support measures covering a
number of policy areas including transport, which
would have to reduce its emissions by 90% by 2050.

In their interventions, Members highlighted the
importance of the package and its impact on transport,
which will be one of the most affected sectors. Several
Members wondered about its concrete economic,
social and environmental consequences, while others
felt that measures where not going far enough,
especially as regards heavy-duty vehicles. Some
Members questioned the difference in treatment
between the aviation and maritime sectors, the
distance criteria for the deployment of charging points
for cars, especially for rural areas) the lack of focus on
rail electrification and short sea shipping, or the ability

of the carbon tax to fill the gap in tax revenues on fuels
in Member States.

Delegated Act on Slot Relief - temporary
extension of exceptional measures
Scrutiny

The Commission presented the Delegated Regulation
amending the Slot Regulation and extending the slot
relief rules to the coming winter scheduling season,
from 31 October 2021 to 27 March 2022. Instead of the
normal requirement to use at least 80% of a given slot
series to retain historic rights in those slots, airlines will
only have to use 50% of a given slot series.
Furthermore, the use requirement will not apply at all
when state-imposed measures severely impede
passengers’ ability to travel on routes for which the
slots were intended (the so-called ‘justified non-use of
slots’ exception).

Members welcomed the extension of these
exceptional measures and considered them a balanced
approach as they took into consideration Eurocontrol
and stakeholders’ data. The relief rules target the
actual needs of the sector as a whole, in light of the
current and expected circumstances and ensure the
efficient use of airport capacity, taking into account the
interests of airports and ultimately consumers, who
benefit from more stable operations and greater
choice.

Members also inquired about the long-term strategy
on efficient allocation of slots due to change in fleet
size and operations, or changing consumer
preferences. The Commission replied that it launched
a study on the impact of COVID-19 and its finding will
be taken into account during the process of revision of
the Slot Regulation.

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) work
programme 2021-2023
Presentation by the Commission

The TRAN Committee discussed the first work
programme of the new Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF) in the transport sector with the Commission. In
the initial years until 2023, the CEF will provide
EUR 18.2 bn of funding to move forward investments
to develop and modernise the trans-European
transport network (TEN-T). Calls for proposals in 2021,
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2022 and 2023 will aim at projects on the core and
comprehensive network with a budget of EUR 5.5 bn
for each year. A rolling call will focus on deploying
alternative fuel infrastructure under a newly created
Alternative Fuel Facility, which will combine EUR 1.5 bn
CEF support with other financing from public and
commercial banks. Members underlined the
importance of advancing sustainable and smart
mobility through the CEF and its work programmes. As
the first three years of the CEF will use 70% of its
overall budget, speakers pointed out the need to
properly balance funding resources over time in order
to provide predictable and flexible support for
progressing and fresh projects.  Regarding the roll-out
of alternative fuels infrastructure, Members stressed
the need to ensure a comprehensive coverage
throughout the TEN-T network including in its’ more
remote and urban parts. With the CEF having a strong
focus the TEN-T core network, speakers highlighted the
importance of ensuring modern transport
infrastructure also on the comprehensive network. In
this regard, actions at EU and Member States level
should complement the CEF in order to reach beyond
the TEN-T, in particular by making full use of the
resources available under the Recovery and Resilience
Plan and the European Regional Development Fund.

Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the
carriage of goods by road
Reporting back to committee on the negotiations
(Rule 74(3))
o Rapporteur: Cláudia MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR (PPE)
o Responsible: TRAN

The Rapporteur informed that first kick-off trilogue
took place on 15 July, under the Slovenian Presidency.
The negotiating parties presented the main elements
and priorities of their respective positions. They
expressed their willingness to work towards reaching
an agreement on amending this Directive by the end of
this year.

The work began at the technical level. The second
trilogue has been provisionally scheduled for
26 October.

Implementation of the Single European Sky
(recast)
Reporting back to committee on the negotiations
(Rule 74(3))
o Rapporteur: Marian-Jean MARINESCU (PPE)
o Responsible: TRAN

The Rapporteur remarked that the start of the long
awaited trilogue on the SES2+ in July should be seen as
a positive development, even though the differences
between the two positions appear to be large. The first
trilogue was immediately followed by the first
technical meeting when first exploratory talks took
place. The discussion on the technical level will
continue as of 7 September and the second official
trilogue will only be confirmed once some progress is
made.

Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as
regards the capacity of the European Union
Aviation Safety Agency to act as
Performance Review Body of the Single
European Sky
Reporting back to committee on the negotiations
(Rule 74(3))
o Rapporteur: Bogusław LIBERADZKI (S&D)
o Responsible: TRAN

At the first trilogue on the EASA-PRB file, it was evident
that the positions of the Parliament and the Council are
very far. Therefore, a mandate has been given to the
technical level in order to try to bridge the gap.

Tourism Task Force meeting on Enhancing
skills: how to improve skillsets across the
tourism industry

The aim of this exchange of views was to explore what
more can and/or should be done at the EU level to let
people, active in the tourism sector in a variety of roles,
update and enhance their skillsets.

Tourism Task Force update
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The available data show that up to 25% of jobs in the
tourism ecosystem urgently require up- and re-skilling.
Compounding the issue, younger people and lesser-
skilled people happen to make up most of the sector’s
workers. The Commission is therefore proposing a Pact
for Skills.

Three experts were invited to this meeting:
• Ana Paula Pais, Senior Director of Education at

Turismo de Portugal
• Céline Kauffmann, Head of Entrepreneurship,

SMEs and Tourism at Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD)

• Natalia Bayona, Director of Innovation,
Education and Investments at UNWTO (UN
World Tourism Organization), responsible for
the UNWTO Academy.

All these experts contributed very valuable insights,
and offered suggestions on possible ways how to reskill
and upskill people who work in the tourism sector, on
making the profession more attractive, and on
providing education in this field both online and
offline, e.g, through the UNWTO Tourism Academy
(more info).

Experts suggested that the coming decade will require
developing and bringing to bear new technological,
emotional and social skills, applying critical judgment,
and a willingness to keep learning throughout life. This
in turn will call for new approaches and a change from
the currently rigid education systems that still use
mostly one-way transmission learning processes.
Indeed, training teachers and tutors and providing
them with the appropriate tools is becoming crucial.
New digital skills need to become combined with
“people skills”, as tourism remains heavily customer-
and people-centric.

Some of the key skills that tourism professionals need
to further develop include:

- Communication and Networking
- Organizational, Flexibility and Multitasking
- Commitment and “Can-do” attitudes
- Cultural awareness
- Digital and Language abilities

These goals call for newly transformative education,
which will take its roots in transforming current schools

into learning communities, grounded in their
territories, emphasising soft skills (creativity,
resilience, adaptation to change, empathy, vision) and
including the full integration of technology and digital
tools. Developing an Online Tourism Academy, with
specific training projects for tourism leaders and
managers and operational staff, was one of the key
suggestions.

The OECD’s recent report on Preparing the Tourism
Workforce for the Digital Future makes several
recommendations as to what can be done to support
the sector’s digital transformation, including investing
in human capital and skills to retain and develop a
skilled workforce.

Experts stressed that it is essential that the value and
relevance of tourism as a productive industry from an
economic standpoint be properly communicated, but
also its key social and environmental roles, highlighting
the key contribution of tourism towards improving
employment, urban regeneration, rural development
and environmental preservation and protection.

Members taking part in the discussion proposed
further ideas on how education could be improved,
especially for young people who choose to go into the
tourism sector. The current situation, featuring high
unemployment yet also a lack of workers in many
hospitality areas, raises questions as to whether this
profession appears sufficiently attractive, and more
needs to be done so that young people be drawn to the
sector. Some of the ideas involved creating a European
Tourism Academy, similar to the platform initiated by
the UNWTO; considering how the Erasmus+
programme could be used towards that end, as well as
better use of big data by creating a dedicated
Observatory for tourism.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/preparing-the-tourism-workforce-for-the-digital-future_9258d999-en;jsessionid=snvY5CH-QfCzzsa6qZQwnk34.ip-10-240-5-84
https://www.unwto-tourismacademy.ie.edu/
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Monday 27 September 2021, 13.45-15.45 (draft agenda is subject to change)

 Vote on draft opinions on:
 Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) and amending Directive 2000/31/EC
 Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector (Digital Markets Act)
 Draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022

 Consideration of draft report on Challenges for urban areas in the post-COVID-19 era
 Exchange of views with Commissioner Adina-Ioana VALEAN, Commissioner for Transport, on the

"Fit for 55" package

TRAN Committee meetings 2021
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Wednesday 27/10/2021 9.00-12.00, 13.45-15.45 and 16.15-18.15

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Calendar 2021: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/236922/TRAN_Calendar_2021.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Slovenian Presidency of the Council: https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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